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'Tell that useless fellow1 to go,' he said. I
answered, ' If you speak severely about this,
he will stay away.' He said nothing; but
M. Duplant observed, ' Undoubtedly the town
has declined very much.' I answered, * Many
of the townspeople have gone away ; all the
shops but four or five are closed and those too
would be had not the Nayinar, in fear of you,
persuaded them. Should men be asked to pay
according to this list, tho few that remain will
also go away. When you pass through the
streets in your palankin in the evening, you
may see how many have left the town. I tell
you all this because it is my duty to do so/
He made no answer to this but asked if any
in the list would pay. I replied, ' My answer
will displease you and infuriate the man who
made the list; but if you will send for and
question the several persons, you may learn
what they say and what they have. If I wore
to answer you now, you would only think
that I am saying there is no money though
others have paid large sums.5 He continued
silent. Then M. Dubois - came. M. Leyrit,
M. Dubois and M. Duplant wont in and read
the list. I do not know what M. Leyrit said.
Shortly afterwards M. Dubois came out look*
ing less cheerful than when he arrived, and

1 Meaning, it would seem, the KTayinar.